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Political ‘Ring’ Rules City, Jury Charges
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Highlights of Probe

Summarizing its presentments, the grand jury made public Sat-

T'rue Bills Name
York and Taylor
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ADVISEDTOFIRE. Summarized by Jury| (@

RAYNOND RITCHIE

e e e

T

Jurors Propose Removal
of Duties of Registrar
of Voters From Hands

of City Clerk.

— B — — ———

CONDUCT OF MAYOR
PLACED UNDER FIRE

———
—_—

Purchase of Two Park
Sites Termed Wanton
Extravagance and Wil-
ful Waste of Funds.

Raking with a withering fire ac-

tivities of City Clerk Walter C. Tay-
Harry York, of the

Jor, Councilman

‘ ﬂi\f'l ward ; .'Hi"k N hite, YIII'L'H busi-

ness partner, and Ravmond R. Riteh-

fo. assistont superintendent of schools,

in charee of business administration,

the retiring Fulton county grand jury,
Judge Virlyn

in s }1;'----'.1151*[11:'1._!4 to

1B Moore, of the superior court, Sal
arday night bitterly attacked what

¢ermed a “ring”™ in control of the city
=II11"'.'"|‘I'B]I"HT_ F
\favor L. N. Ragsdale himself did

sot escape, the grand jury eriticizing

the city's chief executive for various
i_. - g : |
inor infractions which it reported

ir_ did not consider of enmough comnse-
utsify charges.

| Park Purchases Ilit.‘

| Purchase of park sites, particularly
those of the John A. White and
Charles L. Chosewood parks, was as
sailed as a wanton extravagance and

wilful waste of publie funds, the pur-
chase price being too high and the |
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by the <ity

Murchase ol H’i]=[i]tt"-_ letting ol l_‘ul]-
tracts. and alleged juggling ol various
hids for eity vk were attacked In
the G0-page presentment W Dich WAaS
handed to Judgze Moore as the grand
inry returnmd s :fi":"“
U persons, most ol cwals or
Lo s A \l‘lli\
seflorms were susgested, chiefl among
them being one which woukl remove
’ strar of voters from
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anl board was advised to "get
Mr. Ritehie,” and eother depart-
mental were recommended,
in Full,
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argest Home Delivered Circulation in Atlanta
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oring Solicitor-General John A. Boy-
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she W 1 D
1ther
{ her friends and relatives considered
her wishes they would pest no bail
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might follow, |
which, to the best of my understand-

urday night the following highlights of its investigation:

Ueclares that the retention of Walter Taylor, as city clerk will
be a violation of the trust reposed in the general council.

Recommends that the duties of the city registrar be transferred
to the tax assessor’s office.

States the sooner the school department gets rid of Business
Manager R. R. Richie the better off the city will be.

Flays the general system of elections, both regular and primary,
and declares that a modern pure city election law should be passed.

Charges that Attorney Paul Carpenter, now a2 member of the
council, has been in collusion with City Clerk Taylor in the past
in handling matters for which large fees have been charged.

Declares that practically all businessmen and contractors and
dealers in Atlanta either hesitate, or refuse, to seek business from
Atianta because of the condition of graft that exists.

Declares its faith in a number of clean., honest men in the
City government, but says they have been dominated by a clique
of scheming politicians who have been in power.

Criticizes Mayor Ragsdale for the use of tractors. men and
material on his private land at *““Ragsdale’s Bottoms:” also criticizes
him for the manner in which he has made purchases for his own
private use from the city.

Charges that Councilman W. C. McLendon, of the second ward,
after his election in the primary last summer, but before he took
his seat in council, demanded $1,000 but received only $600 for
securing the passage of an ordinance for free paving for some of
his friends.

Not only brings an indictment against J. Allen Coch, mayor pro
tem, of the city, on a charge of receiving a commission on the sale
of automobiles to the city, but comments on some of his past trans-
actions on the school board, and suggests that the name of *“J.
Allen Couch school” should be changed.

Lays bare the plan of letting bids and the ““juggling’” that has
occurred in the past in letting bids for all sorts of construction
work.

Condemns the policy of the city government in letting so many
important contracts to “‘foreign” contractors.

(oes thoroughly into the operations of the Southeastern Broker-
age Company in its connection with city purchases and city con-
tracts, stating that this company is owned and controlled by Jack
White and Harry York, a city councédman.

Exposes case after case of fees and commissions alleged to have
been demanded and received by Councilman York, City Clerk Wal-
ter Tavlor and others.

“Pay-Off"”" Man Charged.

Declares there is a secret channel by which City Clerk Tavlor
is being given large contributions and charges that he is the “pay-
off* man, making the statement that this grand jury did not have
time to go sufficiently into the matter, recommends that the incom-
ing grand jury fdllow this through.

Exposes many “loans and gifts” made to city officials, citing
concrete instances,

(Goes deeply into the matter of the purchase of automobile tires,
and other supplies, bought through the city purchasing department,
declaring that one concern is the favored house because of the con-
nection of the purchasing agent's son with that company.

Suggests that the incoming grand jury should look into the mat-
ter of elaborate dinners, and other excesses, practiced at the Grady
hospital.

Reiterates its stand on the illegality of the purchase of the John
A. White park and the Chosewood park, stating that there is no
need for these parks; that the prices for them were excessive, and
recommends that no more mony be spent by the city for them,
or on them.

Brings strong criticism upon Councilman Chosewood, declaring
that he has made use of much city material, and has been granted
many favors which, even if paid for, should not have been allowed,
and returns an indictment against him.

Severely condemns the practice of the construction department,
or any other department, using cCity materials, and securing its
meats from the city for holding barbecues, and other political
“POW-WOWS."

States that much complaint has come before the grand fury
about the laying of sewers and the paving of streets under the baby
bond plan, declaring that specifications have not been lived up to,
and recommends that the incoming grand jury go thoroughly into
these matters.

Keep Sutton on Job.

deeply Into the matters touching the school board, and
that wanton waste and extravagance has characterized the
work of this board under the direction of Business Manager Richie,
and Superintendent of Schools Sutton. Not onlvy states that Mr.
Richie should be dropped from the system but declared that Pro-
fessor Sutton should be required to *“stay on the job,” and that
through him and the board of education, this department should
operate within its apportionment from the city council, believing
that the budget i1s sufficient to give to Atlanta a good school
sysiém

Declares its faith in the personnel of the bond commission., but
suggests that if its members could have heard, as the grand jury
has heard for two months, the extravagance and the waste prao
ticed in the construction of schools, and other contract work,
that the members the accuracy of its own statement that
“every penny was wisely accounted for.” It recommends that the
incoming grand jury continue further, and more completely in-
vestigate into school matters.

Concludes with the statement that the people must be aroused
and made to see their duty In purging the city of graft and that after
all the ballot box is the place to remedy many of the sins and
evils to which Atlanta has fallen heir.
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Ready To Stay in Jail,
States Mrs. Andrews .womins i

 form of government,” York said. “At-| Saturday night for St. Louis because
- lanta,

said Mrs. Andrews,
and Mrs. J.| “1 appeared before the grand jury
Friday afternoon,” said Mrs. Wake-
a8 A witness,
| The story which carried Mrs. Andrews’
! by-line was submitted verbatim to the

1

consider it a privilezed communication

Text of the story which The World

carried and which precipitated the in-

“Chairman Rawson Collier and the|
Fulton County Grand Jury Assem-

“The following communication is be-
, ing addressed to Judge John D. Hum-
yudge of the superior court.
as well as to rour honorable body,
with the request that immediate ac-
for as promptiy as possible to
in-
vestizations you are making in ety
be tasen to appoint a

WALTER TAYLOR,
City Clerl.

I L _IN |

o>

Complete List of Indictments
Returned By Fulton Jurors

Walter C. Taylor, city clerk, on sixteen bribery counts.

Harry York, councilman, and Jack White on six bribery
counts.

Councilman W, E. Saunders on tivo bribery counts.

Councilman Harry York on twelve misdemeanor counts,
for being interested in city contracts.

Roy D. Warren, former member of the board of edu-

cation, for bribery. 3

Alderman J. Allen Couch, mayor pro tem., for misde-
meanor for being interested in city contract.

Councilman Harry York for misdemeanor in attempt to
become interested in city contract.

Walter C. Taylor, city clerk, and Fred Wilson, for de-
frauding city of Atlanta.

W. P. Price, city purchasing agent; Jack White and Coun-
cilman Harry York on four counts for defrauding city of
Atlanta.

Richard C. Shoup, former real estate agent, for perjury.

Ben J. Massell, for perjury. ,

Bruce Baxter, superintendent city garage, for simple
larceny.

Councilman Dr. J. E. Turner for simple larceny.

Councilman Charles L. Chosewood for simple larceny.

William A. Hansell, former chief of construction, for

stimmple larceny.
J. R. Leach, former superintendent of dairy farm, three

counts on simple larceny.

J. E. “Red” Robinson, former foreman construction de-
ent, for simple larceny.

! Councilman Jack Hardy and Tom Ball for misdemeanor
in' defrauding the city.
Mrs. J. E. Andrews and Mrs. J. R. Wakefield, indicted
jointly for misdemeanor in connection with alleged libelous
‘publication concerning John A, Boykin, solicitor-general.

*'Charges Are Denied

HARRY YORK,

City Councilman.

Old City C lerk__

Fight Recalled

By Indictments

When Press Huddleston.
of the retiring Fulton county grand
jury probing municipal affairs, and
Walter C. Tavlor, veteran clerk of
the borough of Atlanta, erossed
swerds about 16 yvears ago for the
clerk's pest, Huddleston was elimi-
nated,

NSaturday., Huddleston, as secretary
of the inquisitorial body, read a sum-

|

|

secretary |

I
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|
|
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' D. Humphries, it was announced by
Lewis Jones, calendar clerk. They will |
" be the first of the 20 indicted to face

l

'?

taining a scathing eriticism of the |

muricipal official. The presentment

- war read before a large ecrowd gath-

ered in Judge Virlvn B, Moore's

chambers at the Fulton county court-
nonuse,
At the same time, the grand jury

lor with bribery in 16 counts.
Another coincidence in econnection
with the matter is that the first eclash
boetween Tavlor and Huddleston oc-
curred about 16 vears ago, the grand

- jury took about 16 weeks to bring its
first indictments and they contained

16 counts azainst the city clerk.
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Vasquez. who is geing to Porto Ri- |

r0. will not return to Santo Domingo
until after the elections in Mav,
The accession by Urena is in ac-

mary of grand jury presentments con- | the bar.

' returned indictments charging Ta}._fattuated by political enemies of the

: - - i -
= 4 i -y f =i s . . - - . - - J . 3 & - " = =
- 2 ™ a & # u = - - { | - : - p
- | ™ = L e P el S Sl . ;. =t | -
- E -~ _.I'- ; r -r‘- = P - E = .. '—1" 5 - T - - S 1 '.‘ _i & . " y = ; - - " .. - ] ’ -II b *
i — -t ¥ “3 1 - 4 o - K - > - . L =T e 5 B - ] ek - 1
B § L o — k. - - - L b ..‘..' = AT E d I il . R B % = h? - kK - g ¥ i . - — =g - .
..‘ g1 Pt = ] ", o -~ --"‘.'.-r, _ - - e 1 st - g S . = 1 r o - ‘_.‘.- . - . = - o - "l' = e - 4 N T - ¥ . o
- - - - - T i - a § - = P W - & " . e = & n &
A ! gy e b e S = LT » S A o™ La k. "'-" e e A i ! i . R 4 I " “'. - - o e . ™ = 1
¥ A oY g b ‘W " e I i . -“"F; N - . - - ! e o il Y i |'l-= L A 1 T H i " el = El
N, CE . i i1 o L : i - r - i " ! - -, - - i -
L ¥ | i i | ; 1 ' o ol g =i . P I.. -' : - i ! s e » | : . g - D a * T -
I | i L k = =il — = & ; .- £ .
Fi " ==t = : ® % . L] ™
- ' 4 g ;
& * # - - = -
B - |.' i - =
o -
. ' : .
L] ——
-
-

MORNING NEWSPAPER
PUBLISHED IN ATLANTA.

|

Y | By Accused Officials

‘.

Single OCopies: Daily, Se: Sunday, 10e
Daily and Sunday: Weekly, 20¢: Monthly, Sue

Hansell, Saunders,

Couch and Price
Named by Jurors

Councilmen Chosewood and Hardy Indicted;
Jack White, Business Partner of York, Is

Included in List; Perjury Charged to Ben
Massell and to Richard Shoup; Roy D. War-
ren Is Accused of Bribery.

BONDS FOR TAYLOR, WHITE AND YORK
PLACED BY COURT AT $10,000 EACH

York and White Are Scheduled To Go on
Trial First Under Bribery Indictment on

March 17 Before Jury in Court of Judge

Humphries; Libel Is Charged to Mrs. An-
drews and Mrs. Wakefield.

~ Smashing its first blow at what it termed a reign of corrup-
tion and intrigue the Fulton grand jury Saturday night climaxed

the four-month-old investigation into the conduct of municipal

affairs with indictments against 20 persons, of whom 11 were
officials and former officials of the city, accompanying them
with a 65-page presentment, the longest in the county’s history
—a scathing denunciation of the accused and their methods of

serving the people who gave them a public trust.

City Clerk Walter C. Tavlor and Councilman Harry York
of the sixth ward, together with Jack White, York’'s business
partner, bore the brunt of the grand jury’s veritable avalanche

of charges, the former being indicted for bribery om#16 counts,
ork on Six

and once for defrauding the city, Councilman

bribery counts, 13 accusations charging misdemeanors and four
alleging fraud, while White is to be leld on six bribery counts
and four charging fraud.

FIVE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL

INCLUDED IN TRUE BILLS.

Councilman W. E. Saunders, chairman of the board of firemasters,
was indicted once on two bribery counts, while a true bill of indict-
ment was returned against Alderman J. Allen Couch, mayor pro_ tem.,

City officials indicted Saturday by 4 (riends need feel ashamed or of which | charging him with 2 misdemeanor—an attempt to become interested in

Fulton country grand jury after a | they need be concerned.”
four-month probe into alleged graft hit “My every act has been guarded by
back Saturday night in statements and | a desire to be honest with the people
laic. plans {or their defense. of Atlanta who elected me to my post
On the heels of the indiciments
thos: invo. ed in the accusations de-
clared the complaints were political,
directed a: the present mayor-council-
manic form of government.
Councilman Harry York, of the
sixth ward, and Jack White, broker
and editor of the Atlanta Tribune, a
political publication, are slated to go
on trial March 17 before Judge John

stated,
No Chosewood Statement.

deny his guilt of any wrong doing and

Atlanta, He

is one of the oldest

Alderman J. E. Turner, of the sec-
" ond ward, said he knew nothing of
the charges filed azainst him and de-
clared he had never been zuilty of an
act which was not for the best in-
terests of his constituents and for
Atlanta as a whole.

Will Retain Sims.

Both will retain former Mayvor Wal-
ter A. Sim; to represent them Mon- |
day, it was said Saturday night.

Councilman York charged the in-
dictments of all those who came under
th. fire of the grand jury as being

want hidden.” he stated. “All my acts

have been honest, prompted by a de-
sire to serve.”

Fred B. Wilson declared he had
nothing to say concerning the matter.

indicted on 16 counts, issued a state-’ T‘?m Ball. ‘{“‘mbﬂ' of .the r:it.y dfzmo-
moent thro eh his attorney, Sam p. | cratic executive committes, indieted

Iewlett, prominent Atlanta lnwyer,!]mm]‘v with Councilman Jack C,

: _ . + ! Hardy, of the sixth ward, declared he
in which h‘?_ entered a blantfet denial '; knew nothing of the charges against
of all the charges against him. ' him, but added: *“I have never done

“] wish to say for Mr. Taylor that | anything of which 1 am ashamed or

present form of government.
Walter C. Taylor, city clerk, who was |

| he denies every one of the charges which 1 would want to pido, and am
' filed against him,” Mr. Hewlett said. | not guilty of the charge.”

Dominican President
Assumes Duties Today

“Our other answer will be made in’ Councilman Hardy l_md no state-
court. The charges are without foun- | ment to make, declarmg he would
dation as to fact.”  make one at the proper time.
Reuben R. Arnold will be associated i . .
with Mr. Hewlett in defense of Mr. | ISSllPd the following statement:
Tavlor and Councilman Charles L. I emphatically deny any charges
Chosewood, it as said azainst me. a
“This is simply another attack on| Cit¥ Lave been honest.
this representative and democralic| Mayor 1. N. Ragsdale left early

under this system of govern- of the serious illness of his daughter,
ment. has grown and prospered in the | Mrs. Mary Brown.

past, and these attaclks are directed | Mrs. Rggsdale and .}Irs. Brown mo-
by political epemies of officials.’ tored to St. Louis last week to visit
\iv record for the past eight years Mrs. J. B. Suttles, the mayor’s daugh-
cneaks for itself and is progressive, ‘T and Mrs Brown was taken ill sud-
i:g.:leﬁt and untainted.” denly., The mayor was summoned
" White TIs Su;'prised to her bedside early Saturday, but re-

. ' mained in Atlanta as long as possible,
Jack White, who also was indicted  He could not be reached for a state-

cordance with the comstitution and It| o many eounts, declared they came! ment concerning grand jury criticisms
was by virtue of this law that Vice as a distinet surprise to him nas-)of the administration. He will arrive

Presidlent Alfonseca resigned and Ure-
na was named secretary of the iIn-
terior.

That post under the constitution,
gives him the right to executive powgr
in the absence of the vice president
and even 10 assume the oifice of pres-
ident,

Urena is 40 yvears of age, a lawyer
and has beep secretary of justice and
nublic instruction. He also has been
minister plenipotentiary in Paris and
is A& director of the republican party.

He s considered one of the finest ment declaring he bas “pever done

arators in the republic.
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' all my records and transactions for ! missioner

|

:

much as the grand jury “declined to| at St. Louis about noon today.
have me appear before it and submit| Reoy D. Warren, former school com-
from the
‘charged with bribery,
be implicated | had no statement to make,
Ben Massell, real estate

their scrutiny.”

“I never expected to D )
in any of the charges which might he]

W. P. Price, city purchasing agent, |

|

]

|

declared his services have been for *wO WOMEN INDICTED
the best interests of the citizens °l ON CHARGES OF LIBEL.

members of council in point of service. ' Mrs. J. F. Andrews and Mrs. James

|
1

)

|
&

“I have never done anything of of a city construction department
' which I am: ashamed or which 1 would gang.

|
|

|

|

i

All my dealings with the |

i

l

|
|

{

f

10th ward, l away

said that he | physicians as to how long the faint
- spark
man, | The
made, because I had offered myself  charged with perjury before the grand A with him and announced at 11 p. m. | North Platte. pt. cidy.

'two women grew out of an article
' signed with Mrs.

' jury had worked practically every day |

' The Constitution ecallinzg attention of
' that body to the statement of Alder-
. man Ben. T. Hujet on the floor of AND STATE OF¥

a city contract. Dr. J. E. Turner, 2 councilman, and a fellow member,
Charles L. Chosewood, Sr., were indicted for allegéd simple larceny,
while Councilman Jack Hardy was indicted jointly with Tom Ball, a
painter and political leader, on 2 misdemeanor charge.

City Purchasing Agent W. P. Price was indicted for alleged fraud

and to whom I felt accountable,” he ,n four counts, while William A. Hansell, former city chief of construc-

tion, faces one charge of simple larceny, |
Two charges of bribery were returned, one against Ben Massell, and

Councilman Chosewood declined to the other against Richard C. _Shoup, both real estate’ men, while Fred
make any statement other than to! Wilson, a merchant, was indicted on a charge of fraud and Roy D.

Warrer, former member of the board of education, for alleged bribery.
+

council, that graft and bribery were

being practiced openly and that
“deals” were being flagrantly arrang-
ed In the city hall itself.

CROWDED COURTROOM
LISTENS TO REPORT.

A well crowded ecourtroom, with
Judge Moore presiding, greeted the
weary grand jurors as they came in,
led by W. Rawson Collier, their fore-
man ; Solicitor-General John A. Bor-

Continued on Page 10, Column 7.

The Weather

CLEARING; MUCH COLDER.

The others indicted included

Rogers Wakefield, for alleged crim-
inal libel; Bruce Baxter, superin-
tendent of the city garage for al-
leged larcenv; J. R. Leach, former
superintendent of the dairy farm
for alleged larceny, with a similar
charge being returned against J.
E. (Red) Robinson, former foreman

In connection with the indict-
ment of Mrs. Andrews and Mrs.
Wakefield it was pointed out that
they are in no way concerned with
the alleged bribers and others ac-

PP . Washington—Forecast :
cused. The indictment against the

~_ Georgia—Clearing and much colder
- Sunday; freezing temperature to coast
Andrews’ name Sunday night; Monday fair and con-
and appearing in the Woman's  tinued cold.

World, a paper edited by Mrs. |
Wakefield, in which Solicitor-Gen- | .. , [Local Weather Report.
Highes temperature

eral Boykin was attacked and a de-
mand made that he be suspended l _{}f:ggﬂtp::;ﬁzg“‘: 4
during the city hall probe and the

, _ . < 1 Normal temperature ..
conduct of his office later investi- | Rainfall in past 12 hours. in.
gated.

e ‘ DEﬁ_'Ii_?HCY Bi_nce I1st of month, in :1::
The indictments were handed to  Deficiency since January 1, in.. 3.50

Judge Moore after the January grand |

-,._’
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1am. Nn. 7 P ni.
Dry temperature ... 46 350 5i
W DU s cnobe oo coeo BB 4% .9}
Relative humidity .. 98 92 1006

and every night since it took office |
and almost four months after the 1n-
quiry was launched by the d.\owl?bf*r
orand jury following an editorial In
: Reports of Weather Bureau Stations.
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STATIONS
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Tempersture| Rain
12 hra

WEATHER | Tpm. | High | lns.

! ATLANTA. clouds » | 33 T.
- Augusta, ciogdy .......] 54 | 54 ;| .88
. Birmiasgham, cloudy M @ 6s A2

ight | t
SI"g mprovemen Boston, clea: 62 | 48 . N
l T ﬁ’ C di . - Buffalo, raln ......... '.‘E | !.E 33
n lait's Condition ij:icios cosdir - & 1 22 o

Denver, part choudy 24 | 88 | .U1
Des Joloes, suwow .1 30 34 i 3
- Galvesten, cloudy a8 8 RE

: ’ H— : Hatteras, min .... A4 45 16
Former Chief. Justice William How- | gacre *cloady o | 14 | 7.
ard Taft lay in a semi-conscious cQD- ; Jacksonville ¢ T4 C R T
dition tonight, his life slowly ebbing | Kansas City, clear ,,...] 38 2 @

" s 4 =z | Memphis, Clear .....ces! 34 o8 D1
but with no prediction from hi= | Srms . . 72 | 18 | m

' Moblle, cloudy . 68 | T4 | An
i)fontg-:mﬂy. rain .l i §21) A8

half an hour | New Urieans. rain
- Ixu York, clondy

WASHINGTON, March 1.—(UN)

would survive, o | € <6
The physicians spen ' -8 4
18 o 09

and zll the records of my office to! jury, issued a blanket denial of the | there had been mo change in his oD~ | Grishoma City, clear .. 38 | 32 | _ow

the grand jury.,”” White said.

' cume as a surprise to me since the|jury the truth,

' jury fail

k
.
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L]
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to avail itself of the offer|

I made. 1 feit that no breath of ! of the dairy farm, charged with three

et - ar 'counts of simple larceny, said that when President and Mrs. Hoover
suspicion hunz aronnd any of my ac-| cou P v, Their second visit to the Taft home | Savasnab.

tivities : s a bona fide broker engzged he had no statement to make.
in a lezal business.™ l

William A Hansell. former chief 12th ward, charged with bribery, said, ' cians,

of consiruction, issued a brief state-|“I don't k_nmr what it's all about. 1
have retained counscl. 1 plead not

anvything of which he himself, or mylg'uilty."

“They | charge, statinz that he told the grand | dition.

J. R. Leach, former superintendent |

Councilman W. F. Saunders, of the since his illness.

{ the

They thonzht he would sur- | Phoenix, clondy 68 65 o0
vive the night. | Pittsburgh. raln 50 54 o

o a > : : R L
The former chief justice was rest- | Baleigh, cloudy » 18 1
ing comfortably early this evening g [ouis, 32 | a8 | .l
. “alt Lake City eclear ... 38 | 3N o4
1 ei ool P e o B
: - T ey G el SR %9

Mr. Taft’'s physi- | Tampa, ¢ : —
— > . : lﬂl'dﬂ. Clﬁ“, PR § & 3‘ ﬂ"' .

little emu“g"d b, t(ﬂiﬂ’s ' Vicksburg., cloody .....] 48 | & | .22

sli=ht improvement, did not believe ! Washington, «loudy .| 48 . 4N 00
the patient able to receive visitors, so | C. ¥. von HERRMANN,
Hoovers did not enter the sick | Meteorologist, Weather Bureau.
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' ‘LOANS’ TO MEMBERS OF COUNCIL ATTACKED BY GRAND JURY
. TRYLOR' “BANK
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during the time when he was doing
considerable city work. None of these
amounts, the witness testified, have

- ever been repaid, although it has been
" quite a while., In fact he smilingly

questionable manner in the recent sale | the city on this park, and an effort
of the land on which the J. Allen | made to have what it has unwisely
Couch school was erected. He was | expended returned to the ecity.

a member of the board of education,! wWhite Park Purchase Condemned.

by reason of hEing chairman of the .
school committee, and was a salesman As to the purchase of ‘e John A,

White park, the grand jury believes
for the Dolvin Realty Company at .
the time, which company it appeared that, aithough, through the influence

Six City Officials Accused by Grand Jurors

1 - stated that he had never expected to
ABGUUNT VIEW[D  have any of it returned when he made
' the loans.
. . "This grand jury has called atten-

— —— e ——

Presentments Comment

on $4,000-Year Salary

and Apparent Worth.

of S600, have been given their licenses
for the total sum of $400. This grand
jury can only surmise where the other
SHN) went,

“Medicine peddlers oen the streets
are required unnder the law, te pay
$120 per month, Stub books of the
city clerk’s office show that zwrmi:s
have been issued for 540, Numbers
and numbers of instances show where
carnivals and merry-go-round stands,
such as are seen on vacant lots, have

tion to this matter of gifts and
‘loans,” and in the more aggravated
cases has returned indictments, be-
cause it believes this form of grafting
on citizens is not only petty, con-
temptible and despicable, but exceed-
ingly dangerous, and will undermine
our entire system of government if
not exposed and entirely prevented.

The Purchase of Tires,

“This body also finds that similar |

methods to those practiced by the
Southeastern Brokerage Company are
found in some degree in the city nur-
chasing department. This is partic-
ularly true in the purchase of automo-
bile tires, this equipment making up

auw important item of expense to the
CIity.

"Scores of city tire dealers and!

azents have told this grand jury, un-

der oath, of their lack of interest in |

—
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must have had advance information of
the desire for a new location for land
in that ward, as it had secured op-
tions on a special tract.

“This matter was investigated by a
committee of the city council, and this
grand jury does not feel the necessity
of going very deéply into it, itbut
enough sworn evidence has been sub-
mitted to this body to show that Mr.
Couch, together with James W. Mad-
dox, a member of the school board
from the fifth ward, was very much
concerned in the purchase of the par-
ticular tract under option by the Dol-
vin Realty Company. -

Expected Big Commissions,

“A reliable witness has sworn to

this grand jury that as a member of
the bond commission contemplating
the purchase of this or some similar
iract in the fifth ward for a new
school, he was called upon by Allen
Couch and asked to use his influence

of the park board, city forces were
hurried to this property as soon as the
deal was consummated, and have al-
ready spent quite a Jarge sum of
money in grading and developing, that
no further money should be spent
upon it, and that it willF be better
for the city to lose what it has al-
ready invested in it than to continue
on with the wask.

“Any business or real estate man
who has any conception of real estate
values knows that a price of around
S80,000 promised for this property
was at ieast double its value—per-
haps more than double. The ecitizen
who sold this property admits that
he made some S30,000 or 340,000 on
it, and is holding the city’s notes for
between SG0,000 and S70,000, bearing
U per cent interest. These notes run
for a period of 25 years—a perfect
illegal transaction,

“The John A. White park property

Y

applied for permits and, the price
being $25. the license was issued for
only $15. Even property owners whose

trying to secure any of the city's tire
business. It was shown that a very
small part of it is passed out to va-

to have this tract of land selected, as | is located a long way out Cascade

: - . | avenue, far beyond the end of the »
&:;?;%ogg'i?lh};?usand e o . car line. The claim was made by the

......
o = o o t _ll.l-l'r-

tracts of land are large enough to
n.rnmm-n]:l!l- Circuses have been an

they give him a check for $100 quite

frequently in order that their location |

might be favorably remembered and
licenses granted to any concern that
might wish to use it,

Tavior's Bank Account,

of a:-mlnt! SA0MM) A vear (‘nuld CoOn-

sistently make deposits in his hnnk{
far in excess each month of his total |

salary. In addition, this grand Jury
has knowledge of farms and other real
estate holdings of City Clerk Taylor.
This boly would in no wise discourage
the habit of thrift in anyone; it be-

lieves that the practice of economy |

and of saving of one’s earnings 1s
proper, but N is difficult for this

body to understand, from the rnr'nrdﬂ! lnrs’ worth of tires were stocked for |
submitted and from its knowledge of |

the legitimate salary received by the
city clerk, how his accumulations of

Wurll”j :nmhq'. could grow so last and |

s0 large.
Money Through Secretive Channels,
“In this connection it might be well

to state that the grand jury firmlyj

helieves that. in addition to the va-
rious and devious ways 1n which we

yave shown financial aceunmulations . _
i ‘ | thonzht to be his, and he delivers

‘maybe half a dozen tires during that

on the part of City Clerk Taylor, that
there is yver a still larger and more
secretive channel through which his
purse has been fattened.

“This grand jur_v has not had sul-
ficient time. with all of the many

other rumors to run down, to go very |

_ <1 hand’
Si»' lnte an iovestiontion as fto M| nd” and none were needed from the

e e— g — — —— . —

rious dealers, while the great bulk of

- tire purchases are made from the Prior
unwilling party to the gratuities show- |
eredd on City Clerk Taylor, some of |
them swearing to this grand jury that |

dire Company. These witnesses have
very positively told the grand jury
that there was little or no chanece to
secure any tire business from Atlanta
just so long as the son of City Pur-
chasing Agent Price was a salesman
tor the Prior Tire Company.

“lven though the formality of ask-

' ing for bids each quarter—or semi- |

“The study of Walter C. Taylor's |
hank account has been interesting to |
the grand jury. This body has failed |
to understand how a man on a salary |

occasionally—is gone through with,
and a low bid on some standard tire
1s made and accepted other than from
the I'rior Tire Company, that means

little to the company or dealer whose |
 hall. The amount of the bid was

bitl was aceepted.

“The plan is simple, according t»
SWwWorn i‘“’u'l!li‘llf‘!‘. The hll"C\“RSftll hi{l'
ter, happy in the thought that for a

to supply the ecity with certain sizes
of tlires, naturally stocks up to be

able to meet the requirements of the |

city. Instances were stated to this
body where several thousands of dol-

this purpose.

“"Imagzine the chagrin of the suc-
cessful bidder ‘'when he learns that a
ig stock of the sizes he has arranged
to supply the city with, was carefully
stored 1n the city garage or other
places, puschased from the Prior Tire
Company just a few days prior to

awarding the contract. Result :

Enough tires to last the city through
the period the successful bidder

period when the city would in reality
put on its cars and trucks 50 or 100

times that many. There was. and is.

I‘;'}Itljl‘ﬂ!‘l}'. no recourse for the ‘out-
side’ bidder, as these tires ‘were on

successful bidder.

DR. J. E. TURNER,
ity Councilman,

legitimate rights in advance just what
the fee would be. |

“As a i .:her example of how these
manipulat.,"%s were carried on, the
grand jury has had before it, and it
18 now in the hands of Solicitor Boy-

kin. a contraet drawn up with a large |

concern who had placed a bid with
the city for furnishing the new city

around $175,000. A proposition from
somie one was made to the party mak-
ing the bid that for 2 per cent of

lew months—maybe only three—bhe is | the gross amount they would put

them ia touch with a eity official

who would see that the bid was ac-
cepted. Anxious to secure the busi- |
ness, this was acceded to. and the

parties were taken to see City Clerk
Walter Taylor.

“The eity clerk then in turn passed
the bidder over to Paul Carpenter,

who drew a contract under the claim |
of employment, for a 6 per cent fee!

to get the matter through for the bid-
der. With the 2 per cent charged to

put the bidder in touch in the first
' place, and with the 6 per cent charge

added on, making a total of 8 per
eent on about $175,000, you can readi-
ly see where about $15,000 was to be
paid for a very simple service. This
amcunt could go a long ways under
some of the rules of operation which
it has been shown were practiced not
infrequently by the general council

' in putting through almost any bid.

However, in this case money was not
available to furnish the new ecity hall

' at this time, and the matter has been |

J. ALLEN COUCH,
City Alder

R — A .

man.
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JACK HARDY.
City Councilman.

mated—in fact the day it
taken up—newspapers appeared on
the sireets with flaring headlines tell-

ing of the Perkerson park scandal,

was to be

W. E. SAUNDERS,
. City Councilman.

W. .. FRiOn,
. Purchasing Agen”,

use. Seed corn and peas for planting
were also brought along.

“The men who did this work, and
there were six or eight of them, wers

' park board that an additional golf

C. L. CHOSEWOOD, Sr.,
City Councilman.

ducts were handled through the South-

eastern Brokerage Company, the con-
tracts for them being signed in its
office and large commissions or prof-
its—equaling 100 per cent—were
made on their sale to the eity.
$1.500 Commissions on Linoleum.

“A further item that interested this
grand jury, and which ghould be of
interest to the publie, wis the large
commission paid to the Southeastern
Brokerage Company through the Mac-
Donald Construction Company ({(can-
celed checks for the amounts being on
file with this grand jury), for the
purchase of linoleum which covers a
large part of the flooring of the new
city hall. The original specifications
calling for furnishings for the new
city hall included Tile-Tex or f{loor
coverings, or, as an alternate, lino-
leum. In most cases bidders made a
deduction where linoleum was to be
substituted for Tile-Tex. Based on
these deductions, and based on the
best information this grand jury could
secure, Tile-Tex, as a floor covering, is
more expensive than Ilinoleum—cer-
tainly no less in price. In all of the

copies of bids so far examined by the
grand jury it has been hard to deter-

mine just the amount stated in the |

bid for this floor covering, but as a
matter of fact linoleum was even-
tually selected. a higher price paid for
it than for Tile-Tex, the purchase be-
ing made from Rich’s, Ine., and checks
showing $1,500 from the National
Construetior Company to Jack White,
of the Southeastern DBrokerage {om-

“It has been shown to this jury by
reliable witnesses that a great num-
ber of the best citizens of the fifth
ward made indignant protest about
the purchase of this tract at a price
of $635,000—more than double its
value. It has been brought to this
crand jury's attention that the board

of education, even at this e:cess}v_ei
price, and with the protests of citi- |
zens on two different occasions voted !

to accept and recommended the pur-
chase of this tract of land for SG5,000.

There is no doubt in the minds 0f§

the grand jurvmen that the influence
of Allen Couch and James W. Mad-
dox in urging this purchase had much
to do with the action of the board.

“However, before the matter was
finally closed, an option for a similar

tract, but larger, very near the one | 1., the John A. White park tract.
under discussion, was secured by ! e s

others and offered to the board at !
| about $42,000. At the next meeting |
of the board, or at a joint meeting |
of the board and bond commission, or |

perhaps a meeting of the ecity council,
where this latter option at $12,000
was made known, the price of the
Dolvin Realty tract dropped over-
night from $65,000 to around $42,050.
It appears to this jury that some-
one's profits were materially inter-

fered with.
Change Name of School.

link was needed and it was presums-
ably boughkt for an 18-hole golf link,
However, only a 9-hole course has
been laid out, and it will take hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in the

future to continue the development of

this tract of land for park purposes,
It can be reached only by automobile,
and by sworn evidence before this
jury it was shown that a tract of
land only a short distance further
out, as large as the tract under dis-
cussion, was offered free to the ecity,
provided it would develop the prop-
erty and build an 18-hole golf course

‘on it. Opinions of men believed by

the grand jury to know what they
were talking about, are that this tract
offered free to the city could have
been developed with no more expense

-l

Lots for Councilmen.

“The grand jury has had it brought
to its attention that there are a num-
ber of building lots in and around
this new park, some of which have
been given to or are owned by cer-

' tzin councilmen, and this, no doubt,

has had an influence in carrying out
this park plan, regardless of the
pressing needs of the city in other
departmments.

*“*As in the case o1 the Chosewood
park, the grand jury Eknows that the
manner of the purchase of this park

“It has been also shown to this!was illezal and that if it cannot be

jury, in connection with the erection
and the narhing of the J. Allen Couch
scheol, that a petition signed by hun-
dreds upon hundreds of ecitizens In

' paid for in installments—which 1s

against the law—then to consider its
purchase and the payment of around
70,000 to $S0,000 in any one year

the fifth ward protested to the board | to get rid of this debt would so em-
of education against naming this| barrass and eripple other city depart-

school the ‘J. Allen Couch School

“With the finger of suspicion that
has been pointed at this ecouncilman,
with the indictment we herewith re-

ments that the idea of its purchase
seems didiculous.

Slipshod Methods in Construction
Department.

fUSDIcIon. N as to rumors concern- | 3 ’ . A i 1881 ‘ 3 : . - : -
RS his hig woarce of supply & City Son Influences Father. I N and apparently showing that a big | dependable working men whose evi-| PARY, TAOC &S CoWILERENS (OF, SO B el b | “In all of its investigations this
TRl T fes i e il Seotumnand “Testimony has been sworm to be Tavlor Works With Carpel_iter. investigation of some of the city of-| dence, given under oath, the grand ke et g e mya mt;'mnn:f'lml;ozin aou :lh m“yﬂl wa grand jury has found in no depart-
‘o the incomine zrand jury that it | fore this body that directly and in-| “In many other instances witnesses | ficials was about to be gone 'into. | JUry could not discredit. They stated | PUIK = ' “cn'(’ns;‘_it‘l:s e y lzt:rgtq g;oﬂ';; ciaﬁ_.n;ent more slipshod, wasteful, expen- :
ke T ST ko and | dircetly the Son of the purchasing | hase testified that where there has|Mr. York or Mr. White calied the | that they did not receive any remuner- | White. York, Taylor Tndorsement, |mony Swith the protests of the citi-|sive and mismanaged methods of op-
follow it through ta the end. :':"I_lt has let it be known to thnse | bp-en the Sllghtf‘S_t f!ﬂ[lht nm .tll(';‘l[" Sgleﬁman_m'er the t(‘ll‘.']\hﬁﬂ(.‘ and told ation from the l]l.‘,lj’ﬂl'.‘ but drew their A [nrther mt('rpstmg mcn]ent 1S U8 O flth‘ 1 hool r It - Larﬂ to | EI’H'.IOI'I than in and through the con-

vOme of the stroneest evidences that ' Paving zoods they wished to sell the | minds about their bid or permit or him to just ‘forget about this am-!| Pay as usual on the city pay rolls. the fact that, even before the purchase | Paming o IS SChool. appe O | struction department, carried on for 2

Cite Clerk Tavior has been the ‘pay-  ©ity through the purchasing agent, rejuest of whatever mnature being|bulance deal until this matter blows “This grand jury has, in justice te | of this linoleum, when the Southeast- | this body that in giving a name to a

T I the past few years under the direc-
Af his | and where such concerns or dealers | passed upon faverably by the general | over. An indictment eovers this| the mayor, tried to find any record of | ern Brokerage concern was ““t“"p“t'l perraanent  institution—a seat of

tion of William Hansell. Some in-

i

ofl’ mian 1in the AN lor those

cliqne~——and the names of most ol ised a few or n fleet of cars and | council, that City Clerk Taylor has | circumstance. ' payment to the city for this work, | Ing 1Its commission on tllt‘:fsale of t]EI_IS lt*l‘iftllm;r! f]':l‘q:’llﬁ C'Om:l:lﬂ EFnizﬁéﬂnﬁl—;!dimmemg returned with this report
those suspected are in these present trucks, that T they wonld give him | advised them to spe‘Att”anF’ P;].‘”]i Commissions on Ambulance Sale. ilmt has failed. It has also tried teo hnolmlm_to be Qu}'{‘has?d_ rOm‘ Rie s.J tldn-rﬂ;' :l a g‘ilt'hcr tllt v ﬂfirnvp_r some of the city offtclals. INe
ments—is the fact that a year or so  Orders for tires from the house he| Carpenter. The public can draw its “it misht be well. while discuieta] trace whether or not the crops gath- the l\iltl?“ﬂ] L"-lstm‘“(':_j mnpan]}' staliiaimng C‘h'““ a 0;‘ € 1hs ted cluding Mr. Hansell, and others, who
ago Councilman York was heard to | Tepresents, that he felt sure he ‘could | own conclusions about this close tie- | . = 00 0" 6o o lonees atll;t(_l,:iuh  ered that year were shared in by the | issued a J0-day note for 3400 as ad- ﬁ;mpiﬁlﬂgl nls nee{';'er cen DOINTEG [ have been a party to this reckless and
make the comblamt that Tavler was | S€t father to give them some eity | up between City Clerk Taylor and |, ' ces and Lrady | ¢ity, but has faiied to find any record | Vance commission ‘for services in con- | shou e selected. wanton waste and loss through the

: : - hospital supplies, to state that
IR 'KS “ ! ] - -y Slalkx ‘ at a
‘setting 1t all’ and that he was not b “f'J‘:““ Paul Carpenter. | : later time a n w ambulance was pur-
dividing up In the right proportion ['his may not appear of great =ig- “Not ﬂn]_Y Was Mr. Cal‘ﬂen“’r 'hP-"‘hRSE‘{_l from another concern for the

L T ot | “Assuming that the mayor made set- thﬁ mﬂ’i‘tttll‘}mtiﬂﬂtpﬁ;mmnfh itit‘lflktﬂéfd “It will be remembered that !his; thﬁlrity. b RPN
with him and others. York threatened | nificance, but it is one of the many | favored lawver with Mr. Taylor, b“t]Gl'ﬂ(ly hosrital, and that before the tlement to the city in full—and the|!!s UD " osar S crand jury early in its sessions filed t must be remembered that See-

then—and did go to the eity hall and  petty forms of favoritism—some may | he was the selection quite frequently | trade could be closed, according to | Fecords ought to show if he did—cer days after they made it, although it | &.op "Nfavor 1. 'N. Ragsdale its pro- | tion 2352 of the City Code provides

+ 'y : o - : : i o -, was a Y0-day note. This note, when : . : : that— ’
have a personnl diffienlty with Mr. | call it graft—this jury has found of councilmen who wanted certain|the sworn testimony. it was stated to | tainly it was a bad precedent to set 1. " . test in connection with the adoption R . ;
Taylor about this matter. existed in the city government, and | contracts and papers drawn up affect- | the sales agent for the ambulance that | 1t Was a dangerous policy for the head F];letirlg,]:1].::}1(‘Eﬂ;‘,{n;ﬁsig;de:.q?inr;gg:; of the apportionment sheet carrying| .. ‘thfl it vis deemet} adnsﬂ)le b“'
“It was testified. under cath, be- | stould be condemned. ' ing the petitions of citizens in coun- of the city government to make use of | e > W8 (11spose o1 any personai properiy oOe-

| the son-in-law of the superintend : _ _ . o Bl ra1. | With it certain payments of interest . -
fore this grand jury, that Mr. York | “It was because of just such con- | cil. This grand jury has had brought | of Grady hespital wouhﬂf;&"tﬁn{l;% city workmen and city machinery and | Py Jack Wkite, Harry York and Wal-| o " o000 covering the purchase of the | 1008ing to the city of Atlanta and used

. - . - ). -4 r 1 : & . -
had heen heard to say that he had ditions as the above and because of | to its attention, under sworn evi-!ga special commission on the sale, al- city materials for his private use even ter C. Taylor. This mnote, with the John A. White park and the Chose- in the various departments therecof

' of same. _ nection with the purchase of linoleum,’ Protest on Parks. ' disappearance of much material, te
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' : * - : T : ‘neck e it, toge ith . - isi
called on the ‘powers-that-be’ at the a eclose tie-up with the Southeastern | denee, the fact that one proposed bid-| though he was a bookkeeper iz the | tR0Ugh -he recompensed the city for it. f,‘fc-l;aff;}t'ihﬁﬁ"?fgfﬂ l;f tS'):';Hlefm?]ma wood park. The action of the city g:(;m:(l;rmf;rle cst;lt?tfgimt?; osfaltehet};n:l{g;
source of these large contributions to | Brokerage Company, in which scores | der on a lease for the O](l_l‘ltj? hall employ of an entirely different con- It set a bad f'Ijlmlﬂf‘ ft‘F "thﬁ'l_‘ city em- f:"tt(:ant fram the \'atinn;ﬁ Cm;st:uc- council, _fu]lnwmg this request to ‘tll,e propgrty shall he fnade by the pur-
Mr. Tavior and made t--In!-:-HIIL that npon seores of transactions have been ik npprom:hm] by an inlli\'l(lllﬂl a!ld*cern and ]]ﬂd nothine whatever as DIOFES and ("ty Offl(‘l;lls: it caused }:d & <h v th f mayor, in ﬂﬂﬂ[‘tmg a new ammrtmn- ] 3Ty ev o Th rchasi .
: other : olting . Jate i Wi l | ' il- | s : - et iy .onsiderabl t about whether | 1100 LoOompany. show the purpose o ¢t sheet 1 ¢ f petty | Chasing agent. e purchasing agent
he and others were not getting their | related to this grand jurv. that the | told that there was a certain c'qunm_l shown bv the evidence, to do with the conisderabie commen : - this pavment An additional check for ment sheet and, as a matier ol pe A shall confer with the head of the dee
share, and as a result hifd at least  name of City Purchasing Agent Price | man they thought could get his bid | sale. This son-in-law, himself under | °F not it was graft; and i1t gave en- |-/ ‘ | spite, eliminating from it net only|;

SH00, with statement attached, shows partment selling the property, with

this additional amount also paid by the*mnttors the grand jury had re-|3,  "co o oe getting the best price pos-
the National Construction Company | Quested, but cutting out all appro-| oo 5 making sale. This ordinance
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secured considerable 1nsnrance Iﬂ_lr-'-l- has been inecluded in an indictment. accepted for a _$1:j.(.m fee. _T:he bid- subpoena, appeared before the erand couragement to other ('it-? e'mpln_fes to
ness from them—enough to nt'liwt | Lawyers' Biz Fees. | der ucl'mif'is(‘ml in thfi] ]1{)0(111‘;81';10!1131;(1 .liul"{ and admitted that he got a ni(-ev ‘Expe*i]t ’mdl to facc:*pi:hsmlltlar lavors h ¢ a1l kind
what he was failing to get as LIS | wpgiy oo Inve ' the councilman and the bidder and the | little check frem the agent who sold | [or themselves irom the city. e YWhi : printions tc charity of all kKinds, was | . : -
share in the division of ecold coin. = pn]ll”:,' ’i‘;f}‘l;’::”rj};‘? ‘f‘ ;’:?f":_rg‘l‘:t lt:il::;: . man who made the prnp{)sition natu- | the ambulance, and about all he did Other Matters Involving Mayor. fi?ro.{cighﬂg‘Cht;lt;f)a?lg tiltl-gr 223:&1?22;% a mere incident, and in no way :'f ggghl%ﬁ.ﬁﬁiﬂ;;ﬁﬁ;ﬁ?fﬂé‘;ﬁugﬂ;
_ “Loauns” and Gilts, “ which hovers arrmnld‘ the ci_t_yp hall 'rgilly drifted into Mr. Carpenter’'s of-| was to use his influence with his “It also was sworn to by those in| Jered in connection with the pur- ruftled or disturbed, or retarded the| ¢ the general council, but where reso-
“Severa!l indictments returned with and which has exacted its tribute i[; fice and the contract was {lrﬂwn, the father-in-law. DGSitIOH to know that at least two chase of linoleum.’ work of this grand jury, and theSEllution has, for any reason, pm?ided

this report speak for themselves | councilman to receive his full share| «r, tha interests of clean covern- | Young hogs—shoats—worth 88 to 10| ~ “This srand jury can find no evi- | Presentments and the indictments re-| ¢o. the sale of any such property be-

P thonsands of dollars from those whol . . . . . - .
touching the many and devious ways have legitimate e¢laims on the out of this $15,000. This bidder's ment, this grand jury feels that such each, were sent from the ecity dairy dence connecting the local house of turned are our best answer to theilonging to the city, the sale of such

| 1%, +ir : city. - ‘ - 7 _ : 1,309 : - 12 Pt oy '
in_which some city ,,T“i}l't:*:n?:::? This grand jury does not. for a mo. | ca%¢, however, was ‘lost in the shuf-|transactions should be frowned upon. | farm to Mayor Ragsdale’s farm. 1f| Rich's with the payment of this $1,500 | ¥ilifying speeches made on the floor | ;roperty shall be supervised by the
SiYiyY demanded and CeIVe : .

ment, assume to regulate or even sus- fle” and though, mo doubt, strenuous|  “This orand jury has also been told | @ purchase outright was made of these | commissions to Jack White, and feels | ©f council at that time. . | purchasing agent, acting with the
in cash from contractors and dealers | ... "sho charee or fee that should | tifort was made to get it throush|,f many elaborate dinners and sup- | ogs, it was not done, so far as the | tj5¢ Rich's bid and its contract was It was not the intention of _tl:nsl proper official of the city familiar
and from citizens who sought only | "0 cae o nracticing attorsevs forl 3 the councilman in question, 1t fail-| hers and other forms of entertain- | 8tand jury ean find ouf, through the | ,,ronerly considered and handled. Bul'! grand jury that the appropriations | with and in charge of the property
their legitimate rights. This has been their work in representing ;liﬂllis ed of m‘m{mancm 'l}!ls arand Jury | ment practiced by the supf‘rimmulenri rezular _rlmunelﬁ—-——:lhruu‘;::_h the ity | this body is concerned over the {act fov _Chal‘lfﬂh]n institutions s_md “:0!‘!]]_? . proposed to be sold.

i could not, for lack of time, go further | of Grady hospital. complimentary to Durchasing agent’s office, through| (pat Jack White, Councilman York | ¢aVses, such as were contained in the Law Not Complied With.
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f through = ysiem nf ‘loans, who seek to secure lecitimate things

which in reality were nothing more oo 1o city government, but it has | ‘B1® this particular matter. but it iS| ity officials and othets, in which the | Whose department all things bought by | 30 Walter Taylor can and did ma- | Sheet at that time, should be "I'"."'q “If this law had been properly en-
nor less than gifts. COcecasionally W | hoopn shown to this grand jury that | S°ins 1o request the incoming grand|city is called upon to pay the bills, ! ““:! irom the eity must go. ' nipulate things in such a way as to !'“t”]". This grand jury was, and % | forced, the city would have been rich- 3
has been sworn before this xrand Jury¥ | charges in the most excessive amounts | JUrY to follow it through to the end.| ang believes this practice is of suffi- A further evidence of just how | jupand and receive tribute in the | in verfact harmony with a city policy | er by many thousands of dollars in
by wilnesses juterested in contract | have heen made —so large, in fact, that| It is the scores of cases similar to|cient importance that the incoming records are kept in connection with | ¢, of commissions on the sale of | that provides for and takes care of | the one transaction of wrecking and

work, or with an application pending | there js a strong suspicion in the | this shady transaction that has|grand jury should take some notice of | the sale of city materials is showu in | ji6leym, which was finally substitut- | 1ts unfortunates. We knew at ;\!‘E - cleaning off the grounds for the new
for soma legitimate permit from the | ,...ds of the grand jurymen that the brought abeut the crificism and the|it as well as in the buying of fresh | number of lnemirl:{nda :fnun-_l bﬂtl el as a floo1 covering, when it is not | time, just as the city attorney Nas | eity hall. Much of the time of this
city, that straightout gifts of $30 10| sttorneys shared the fee with those| Zrave rumors of graft and corruption | fruits and vegetables, this grand jury the city hall, the mayor himself be-| . . they had anything to do with | ruled, that these appropriations were | srand jury has been devoted in an

£100 or $300 were passed out to som? | wia could be of most service to them | in our ecity government, and it is|not having a sufficient time to go| NS 2 party to this loose and slipshod | 41,5 ¢q10 legal. This matter, we are glad tolattempt to trace the final disposition

city councilman or alderman who Was | ijn the eity council in securing the| hundreds of cases of this kind that | more thoroughly into the matter. system. For instance there has been | g4 560 Demanded for This Deal. say, has been taken care of—the city | of thousands of dollars’ worth of ma-

in position to aid the witness, OF | things applied for. this grand jury has tried to run dcwn.l Mayor's Appointment submitted to this grand jury a p]a.m “This grand jury mentions at this|council, no doubt, seeing the error of | t:"‘rml the city possessed in the old

whose influence and vote did aid in 'As an instance, this grand jurv! Even where no sufficient evidence “r th « . | memorandum record that the MAYOT | time another evidence of the series | i1S Wway. | Girls’ High school building, and the
“av. | exists for actual indictment. we feel Many other matiers which this!| turned into the tax collector S68.50

= ¢ ring the things n“p]ip.! {or. has the = . ‘idene ‘ v ! S f oldr schemes that “But this gra“ﬂ .jury again reit- other hllildings alon BIitChPll and
“One contractor who has performed | pelodd 1:11.;? rf::‘:gt:,(u?{ ;H?.;mn:h:n[ r:::i ' that the public is entitled to this in- m?#’!- Jury feels are not, perhaps, of | for \'t:;':otnfilfs on July 9, Tt ':‘,.E e geerﬁlt:?lﬂina;?rrgmﬂiu::uosl?htinnsactir:::s erates its stand azainst th:pnrrhnse Washington streets, pf‘iﬂl' to the erec-
n great deal of work for the city dur- | torney—a former city official—for the | formation. Suilicient importance to warrant in-| July 20, 1926, he turned in 520.359 nassing throuzh the eity hall. While | of the John A. White park and the | tion of the new city hall. Workmen,

lae the nest flve G SNOES years re- | simple service of getting permission | B AR et (}1}?@61’;!}9. ;t'i:"t which show how the | for a mule, “'lm fixed the price on | {. 4pic transaction the sworn testi- Chose}voml pn_rk. \_\'it_h w_hat the park j foremen, trueck drivers, ecarpenters— :
nted in detail the many ‘loans’ he | through the street committee amn " N : 3 il  despicable system of graft permeates | the mule, and whether the animal Was | ony of the manufacturer to whom | coOmmittee claims is its right under a | dozens and dozens of reliable white '
d made to city fficials. He de- council to lower the enurh i Saans o9} ‘Rnfrrrm:: azain to the II](llt,‘fqutSInlanF city ﬂﬁ_"pﬂrtm{f'ﬂtﬂ. “‘f‘l‘?_ hmu;:ht sold to rthc- h]ghfi‘-t bidder 1is l“_l‘”t  the I“'Upﬂﬁ-itiﬂll was made. and who r:hnrter amendment tn.exer‘c]sp its own | E"ﬁrkmﬁﬂ—ha\'e appeared before this
iredd these transactions have dated a5 lling station then beine rt-‘t:ﬂtm!‘ | \fhwhi have _heeu returnctl* ;I:am*-tttﬁjlt_ ht‘ff]l‘e this grand jury in instances | cshown, _fh‘ls mt}le Wias l‘iJIIL'llE 1_01'_ refused to enter into it, is our Only ndgment and authority in the pur- ; Jury, and have told of the hauling
ba‘k three or four years, or longer,  The lady who was ha m-.:” the Hr-tu:f - ﬂll:ll'llm.:ln York and Jack White, -ﬂml ﬁillfhh_lnt'nh'e even the ,'l{‘:ll'] of the | the stabies in which the mayor is M- | wvidence, still there is no doubt in the | chase of park lands, and {:nddle these | away of the material that came out
| no suggestions have eyer been | tion built stated that the ~ o mm_;tu show just how deals were manipu- | ity himself, Mayor I. N. Ragsdale. | terested. Othe. memoranda show his | minds of the jurymen that the propo- debts on Atlanta, there will eventual- | of these buildings, but in many inu-
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by the city officials to repay | mitteeman from her ward l’!rﬂ{‘fit':'iﬂj'l iaueul, or were attempted to be manipu- | This jury feels it to be its duty toi purchase of $82.50 for o ts and pork ; | sition was made to him, and if he had ly be piled up against the city debts | stances the grand jury has failed te

'man of this company who was mak- | any other purchases—even though the | them.

thesa ‘loans.” Neither has he ever | held the matter up so lonz that she | ated, this grand jury deems it im- ?_fa:ehh?re thrltlg‘man]_v Wlltnessps testi- | and another memnmpda f*f. _-'500-2&{ cared to enter into it, it would have | Which unquestionably cannot be tak-!find where it was removed to snd
made any attempt to collect them— | grew uneasy about it. and it was| portant to tpll of the pmpusecl pur- lPl: efore this b:my that they had turne:l. in by thet Imayor, 'nhu-ln does been successfully carried out. en care of. It is lllcgf_ll. and has wlqu the city received any material
in fact, has never expected them to | finally suggested to her that she r,”']f"h""*‘ by the Grady hospital of an ﬂm',m en complaints in person, and had | not even show what it was for, but “The witness who gave this testi- [ been declared so many times by the ! benefit from its sale or use. Large
be repaid He took no notes, he  uypon this attorney. When she el bulance about two years ago. The| written letters of complaint to 3[:’53‘01‘! irom the best_mtormatlon the f-fm“d - mony is the head of a large chemical | city attorney, for one eity counecil to | steam boilers, heating plants, were in
made no entries on his books, and | eussed it with him, he informed her | ambulance equipment of the hospital I?“gsdale about some of the things| jury can get it was for three young | , 4 sanitary supply house, whose | create debts and bind an incoming | Some of these buildings, and they seem
he sivly passed out the cash on some | that it would take 500 to ﬁ!‘t It;qt !hat nme_was very (!E[E('tl\'f'. and which are mentioned in these present- bll}.}?‘ fI'Om _the dairy fﬂrlll-_ if.'ﬁﬂl"‘f't'n had flll‘l’lisihﬂﬂ a few gomlﬂ![‘itf commmeil for these debts, tﬂ_hﬂTE tllsflppeared as if by magic—
street corner or in some drug store | through the city council. When she | during a period of repairs to its old | ments or other matters of equal grar-] T’ho point the gra_nd Jury W{ll‘lld ' in his line to the eity throuzh the| Park Purchases Illegal. this grand jury never having been able ’
in practically every instance, | complained, his statement was. accord- | ambulance the Kissel Company loaned | ity. They were usually, according to | make is that the mayor himself was| ... purchasing agent. A keen sales-| “The purchase of park lands, or | to discover the disposition of any of s
- .+ | to the ecity a very commodious new | their testimony, cordially received, the | purchasing, from time to time, things Bl | .

“Other witnesses have told us, un- ing to heér sworn evidence “Yes. it's - . . . - .
| - : | . ' 8, s . . mayor being thorouchly in accord| from the city in the mest slipshed, | . : . - . “In th F — :
der oath. of similar ‘loans.’” but per- | a pretty large : R ambulance this company had for sale | mal . , - ' CUET ; ..3." | Ing the eanlls on t ure T ag | : o - | n the beginning, after this prop-
e . : 8 : I y large fee, but you know Ii at that time. The new ambulance was | With their views of the complaints, | loose and irregular wayr, and was with- - he purchasing agent, | park committee is acting under a spe- 4 D

haps in some cases ‘notes’ were given | do not get all of it."” This attornev. | 3. - _ : : . _ : . : 4 Ao but who is now absent from the ecity, | cial charter amendment giving them ! erty was acquired by the city, the
which have been laid away so long | when summoned before the :mﬁd;drwen for a week or more in regular | but so far as they knew in every in-| out any compliance with the law that reported to the head of this company ‘ this authority—could not, in the grand | €1'¥ council received two bids from
|
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, | ; ; .
that they were practically forgotten. | jury, made the sworn statement that | duty and the salesman had informed | stance that was the end of it. ! alll lth?gs SI'JM hhy thﬂh('lt}’"mll:it }:? ' that he could get for his concern, if | jury's judgment. be sustained in eourt, | two tllffer?n_t parties of 335,000 each
» grand jury has in its possession | he paid $300 to another attorney and | the driver that while the ambulance| “As a matter of fact, this grand ‘3“ through the purchasing Agents| ;. (the head) would consent to it, | when these park lands are bought on | for the privileze of wrecking and re-
wome of these notes—npapers which  he retained $200. Ri:nifiﬂam‘lr‘ it ' was listed at $4.24)0_!t could be bought | jury notes that in the appointment nf] e!:;}rhtmznt. 13 alls furth . | moving all of these buildings. Instead
he holder had no hesitaney in sur- | was learned by the grand jury 'thati by the city for $3.500. In order to| committees, now in authority in the | R e . A RS et
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an order for 10 drums—3500 gallons— | eredit, and future ecouncils are bur-
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of a coal tar disinfectant for general | dened with the responsibility of pay- of accepting either of these bids, the
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lering., knowing that they were  the street committeeman withdrew | start a mmement to have the city buy | zeneral c-mnml. that some of those | :'-litz t:{ftil:*ia{:c:::Batt'ﬂ?;!ti::lf?;ﬁp]&ﬂnz a:;:!  Use 1n the departments of the city, | ing for same. If thi: charter amend- c?‘":f" I(llmlmpr:ated_$2,_800 to do _thﬁ
> intended to he natd his objection and favored the very| '© 2t that price the salesman went to | whose actions have been referred to in | tetine iute the purchﬂﬂ# o o e . which could be manufactured at a' ment is goi-~ teo continue to give ;”r mi" :_he“ the city itself, furnish-

1 , L Yom ' : - : _ > sale of, commaodities to the eity dur-| | . vhi : : -
eent in v council, we feel it is alter the 500 fee was paid to the! with someone in authority in order| have been under suspicion for some g . ' he had arranged to get the order ac-|as the present hoard has been doing (for which the city paid), conviets,

L ————

Sale to rate some of those  attorne: 1o make the sale. Unfortunately for | time, occupy the chairmanships of | Iiiii?tﬁrrl,:stpnn,:;rihn;rfit1;::1} g‘{;:r:n};;] . cepted through the proper channel for  for the past ecouple of years. giving f'm.r”’“ trucks, and other expensive
names were given under nath “Another instance the srand iure him, hﬂ" chanced upon l_uuﬂ_f'l]mﬂn | some of the most impnrtanr commit- | hﬂl;‘i the masor iahiil fﬂ the ll"i'ti'l all - 510 per gnl]on_ "his r)pp(.rt“nity to | them the prit'ilpgﬁ to seleet land at * il‘]'ﬂpﬂilf‘ﬂt: 5‘["—'“‘:_ two or three months N

e grand - jer conditions | reciles, just to convince a readin: 1_13"1" York, as one of the lirst 10 tees in the general conneil. This grand | these zoods were lwnnh but the t;'h‘-- | make np an order of goods at a cost : any price, estaklish it as a park, name hllllillif&ll".1I l"':":ﬂr""?]imw Seihot for the “wen .
e B MY S ‘ blic of the eonditions that have :'L;t‘t‘i[ up _ﬂ-l!h. and l!"!fii‘ll"l'f?t‘d h;lm nff jury is slow to believe that the [;1nl1;'nri tem lll:t]f‘t' “l!lf‘h thev n:#?ré ]illrl_‘llfii;t:d nf_sﬂil ﬂ_ﬂfl sell it !l’} thp ecity at a | it after some member of the p_-]rk '; that :r’,]:.; hlhlgl srand _Jury !?&l"lll;‘ll |
was shown wifr swoern T1ess e en & -.',?';:1;: Anothe r attornev a diSs PDUrpose, .\Ir.q‘YerL In‘lled hlnl to | Hrr:ln:pd thpgp nplﬂ}infn]pntq in thig | iB on s fﬁl" (‘ritifiﬁm‘ _ 'Ir]['li' ‘)f_s'-'-‘mh th""; insuring a S‘;,TT; ; hf]aﬂl. tlll}ﬂ ;xt]unta‘s {illnnf‘f‘ﬂ are | l! ']f'_l e “’ ravie ‘)f th"i nlﬂterlﬂl wns s
that a2 wellknown contractor  former cily official, received S?,;hhl come up to the Southeastern Brnknr-iwny by design, but either that con-| " = - - profit, it was told the head of the:dnommi_ A correction of this law | ‘i:lr:'{‘t' l“' the ﬂﬂ_Dhnh_’ plant on flllntf'r 3
- : he city, had loaned  for handling the matter of an adiuss. 25¢ Company and talk the matter| clusion or a conclusion that he was Money From Stop Signs. - concern, would cost 81,500 in ecash to | should be made at once.  street, but nothing like the bulk of it. .
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e sles swers by ansther witacss] velved caly 2 smal sssemmt oo i .l Xook thet he was willihe to soll theles : . e Beaten s " | pay tr:?ure te the Southeastern Bro&- ' to enter into a shadv tr saction | _ 2" pe at in the casze of | the working crew—and an indictment
. " mot to ot a permit for and one or f‘:.‘ﬂ ,m:l..lq '::] ,;:‘1‘;!,2 :in:!ri Car to the {‘i[y at s:{_:ﬂj_ althmu:h 1t | tthl:;}?]‘;il::téﬂ‘::;“]y Justitication fO- FmgP_LomDanF n thf’i D“I‘f‘hgﬁe l‘lf'lf-S suich as fhiE. » ansaction [ mkeéhzgﬂwrmg?r;nl:“:t lfhﬂ ]'“I!'L'hﬂi‘e:- here”l Sustains thﬁﬁe f.ﬂ(&-—_"as
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