To Escape Stockade ‘Sweat Box’

Sensational eharges of eruel and®and she tried sunicide twice while

inhuman trearment received by wom-
en prisoners at the eity dairy farm
were made Sunday by 28-year-old
Margaret Breoks. who Nunday after-
noon and Monday morning attempted
suicide for the fifth and sixth times
since Fridav becanse she s faced with
a sentence of 31 more days at the
dairy farm.

~ The dairy farm authorities put the
 women prisoners i sweat boxes for
;ﬂs much as 12 hours at a time, W*ith"
only a little food and water during
. the period. it was admitted to a Con-
' stitution reported Sunday night by
J. W, Ellis, city employe, who is on |
| night guard duty at the farm, but
tf‘mmfilmﬂn Georze Lyle and Prison |
' Farm Suaperintendent Jim Ellis de- |
nied the charges emphatically. |
. Margaret Brooks escaped from the |
| farm last week and was arrested by |
city police Fridav. Since then she has !
‘attempted to kill herself =ix times

an inmate at the dairy farm. Sunday
afternoon she slashed her wrist with
a piece of oroken glass, but was de-
tected by a matron at the city police

station, where she is confined. An-
other woman prisoper at the station,
Helen McDuorman, 28, of 119 Woad-
ward avenue, who is charged with dis-
orderly conduet, aiso attempted sui-
cide by the same method and at the

same time. Both were treated at
Gradyv hospital. Early Monday morn-

ing both women slashed their arms

again, once more receiving treatment
at Grady.

The Brooks woman told a Constitu-
tion reporter that several months ago
while she was confined at the dairy

farm. she was put in a sweat box at
5 o'clock one afternoon and left unti

Woman T ries Suicide for 6th Time

9 o'clock the next morning. She was
being punished, she =aid, for shouting
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t greeting to her hushand from a win-
low of the women's building.

Bhe described conditions at  the
Iniry farm as “horrible” and =aid
hat often the place was go crowded
Lhat two or three persons were foreed
Lo sleep on one marrow single cof, or
nm the floor,

J. W. FEllis. the night guard, =ail
that thouzh there are only a few
prisoners quartered in the women's
bilding at present, he had afisn mesn
the women sleeping on the floor,

He said the “sweat™ boxea are ron-
giructed something  like  islephone
hooths and are kept in the bathroom.
They are slightly taller than a woman
and are screensd over ihe top. bat
the sides are =olid so that the pris-
oner cannaot see oul, Ellis gaid.

The BFrooks woman has hesn zen-
tenced frequently in recorder’'a conr!
for drunkenness and alse iz under
M) bond on a vagraney charge, an
which she waz bound orver by the
recarder., {

Itoth Councilman ILyle, who 1=/
chairman of the prison committes o
council. and Superintendent Fllis =aid
that Margaret Bronks had never heen
put in the sweat box and that aniy’
negro women were puanished in this
.“_"-‘.‘ - i

“Sinee I"ve been chairman of this
commities, for the last ihree years,
the sweat boxr has not been nsed.”™
Lyle maid. He denied emphaticaliy |
that Margaret Brooks or any other
white woman had been put inm the
box. He said the Brooks woman had |
bern arresied 523 times and had at-)
tempted suieide several times at the
stockade by slashing her wrists and |
drinking poizonous dizsinfecianis,

Superintendent Fllis, howerver, =maid
ihe sweat box had been used., He
=aid one white woman had been put
in it sometime# in the last two Tears
for a period of only twe hours, but
that he was sure the woman was oot
Margaret Hrooks. Hix records were
nat available, he =aid., and he ddid
not know ihe name of the woman
who was punizhed in that manner.
Thix= woman, he declared, was put
in the *“sweat box™ “upon the pec-
ommendation of a physician”

“Men prisoners, mostly negroes, are

put in the sweat box when they are
ineorrigible,” Soperintendent  Ellis
eaid.
- A, A, Walker. 8, = prisoner at
Fulton tower serving a six-month sen-
tence for wife beating. attempted smi-
cide Sunday morning by drinking a
diginfectant. He waz taken to Gradr
hospital for treatment and was return-
ed to the tower,
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