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By Lucles Lomax *
Constitution Stalf Writer
In the of Atlanta police head-
quarters on Street, a ue
bears the names of H.omurgh'gho
have died in the line of duty since
November 1946.
Of the 34 officers, 12 died while on
motorcycle patrol. ;

The first officer named, J. Harry
Williams, died on Nov. 11, 1948, in
Leon Avenue on his Indian police
when a car pulled out of a side
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'to make a left turn. McWilliams

H

H

by R

| By Lucius Lomax
! Constitution Stalf Wriler

One would-be Atlanta

_ motorcycle
pollmpnmkhhﬁntzidethehard'

m- i
It was back in the days when the

motorcycle was housed in a
shed at the on Key Road,
recalls Capt. C.V. , Traffic

1 .:S'er;‘:ou;kxjnj,‘f,ry Ls' Common For Police
les, And Survival Is Mostly Luck

“The bike stayed there, but he flew
right out the into the street,”
said Forrester.

Officially, the squad's responsibility
is traffic control and enforcement.,
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‘manpower shortage. There are six

supervisors.
mulng for the Atlanta motorcycle

squad has for the most part' been
based on the buddy system. the
1950s, a prospective officer had to be
accepted by a vote from the squad
and then was .paired off with a
veteran officer.. N :
The Los Angeles Police Department
has what Forrester calls the “exem-
plary” motor d in the country. It
consists of 322 officers.and 27 super-

Candidatés for the LAPD motorcy-

f‘cle_a;qnad must in most cases have -

h‘en You ‘Drop Your Bike’

Bike Squad Does No-Perks, Tough Duty

been patrol officers for two years.
They are tested and interviewed by a
board of nﬂic:cr;c] and, if mp:ed,
begin the moto e course WO
eight-hour-a-day weeks of riding bikes.

One course exercise requires the
officer to head into a barrier of
street-repair cones—simulating a wall
—at 35 mph, do a slide, force the bike
into a 180-degree turn, and continue -
back the way he came.

LAPD officials estimate that be-
tween two-thirds and three-quarters of
m who begin the riding course fin-

See DANGER, Page 2-C
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no female motorcycle officers and
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