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A blackboard in the men’s dnrmutor}' has a grim message for the inmates at Atlanla‘a prison farm.

A last chance

But prison farm s unit for alcahohcs isn’t wlthout critics

By Jobn Brady
, St Writer

The city of Atlanta's prison farm on Key
Road'is the closest thing to home for many of
the city's derelicts and alcoholics.

The prison farm, where inmates con-
vieted of city crimes serve their time, houses
a for public inebriates, most of
whom have been- voluntary treatment
and failed to escape the grip of their alcohol
problems.

The Public Inebriate Program deils with < program

the hardest of hard-core alcoholics and is the
hstchmfnrmymwhammm
round existence of drunk again,

the program has stirred some con-

mmmwithaﬁnt what
mh%hml. failures to

program’s mmy meas-

ure; the drunks keep getting arrested and

backtathn fnwuﬂ:Dan
Kalb County uniless they are sent to.a state or
mlrphmﬁrlmmsu'imm
- Success is harder to quantify because the
rehabilitated alcoholics seldom: return to the
Key Road prison. Still, J.D. Hudson, the direc-
tnro!thecltjr'snnmunﬂ.‘muthu,hmn-

"I%We do. e bt Job in the coutiy, T
thiut."lludmnid."m'nwﬂnbutpm-
gram in the country, the most' eifactlve
in the country,”
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linked to Atlanta dederly'ﬁhile
cated ordinance.
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about nine of meetings among po
corrections officials, City Council members,
representatives of the downtown business
community and court officials. It was devised
to balance a conflict of interests. *
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town_business. community of Atlanta, how-
ever, still demanded that drunks and winos be .

removed from the streets.
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.Contlnned From Page 1B the pmsibillty of ‘reduced
sentences is necessary to gel'. tlwalooholic to enroll in a
treatment program.
£+ iIn & purely vnltmtary program,
: ‘any time. With the Public Ineb am and
| tl:e W1 ordinance, the patient; whois alreadymﬁroer
ated, hu an ineenuve to continue treatment. - T
 Inmates are offered a chance to cut thairjallﬁme:f
they enter. the program and progress satisfactorily.
The inmate-| tlentwlm does well in the Ii
‘is furlou fo the Fulton Ctmnty Alcoho
eatment Center for outpatient treatment, a voluntary

according to Bobby Gilliand, director of the

"ublic Inebriate Program at the camp. '

. Gilliand said it takes a minimum of 30 days fum-'-

man to be furloughed.
Mh!ﬂﬁemmnﬂmﬂm most of
the problems within the prison camp and most of the con-
troversy that surrounds it from the outside.

The hardened alcoholics who keep retummg vandalize
facilities and prey on other inmates, said .Hudson, who has
banished several of them from the program. He will not
aﬂnwthemtoheincmtedlntbemtyjailorthel{ey
Road camp unless they are arrested for somethlng m

.' m‘im than disorder{y while intoxicated . v
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A’ ‘blunt, outspoken man, Hudson “calls these ‘rrien
“bums” ‘and “scoundrels,” and he vows that he will nok7ét
them torpedo the program.. . - s
- Hudson said he was under mvestigauun hy the Publie
Safety Department’s Internal Investlgatiuns sacﬂnmh&
cause n{ a police officer’s report that a DWI suspect w

' released Oct. 7 by jail personnel. Hudson confirmed
the man was re,leaseﬁ on his orders.

Criticism also comes from outmde, the city’s law, en-

fmmt mctm Smead
On Oct. 13, the American Civil Liberties Umnn of

: Genrgia sent.a letter to Mayor Andrew Young detaili

t by the same man whose early release pro .
ternal inmtlgation The man said he was locked ﬁ'ﬁ :
at the Key Road- camp for five days in Septemberi
“motivational therapy,” a solitary confinement-type'
with no windows and only'a toilet and a small benck:"Hé
also said he was forced to wear leg irons when releasad“m

com

. a prison dormitory.

actions were taken after the man and four ot]:m

- escaped from the prison by removing an air conditioner

from & second-floor window, destroying the air condi-

prison farm officials said. . * 2I2
asserted that the leg irons were placed on
the man as- pnnlshment. ‘not for the purposes of restraint.
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