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Benjamin Hirsch, who was orphaned by the Nazis, designed the Memorial to the Six Million, in Atlanta’s Greenwood Cemetery, in the 1960s. Six
slender white torches rise from the memorial, which has rough granite walls. The torches represent 6 million Jews Killed.

Structure honoring Holocaust victims
lands spot on national register early

By CHRISTOPHER QUINN
cquinn@ajc.com

There is a space in the middle
of the Memorial to the Six Mil-
lion iIn Greenwood Cemetery,
just as there is space in the life of

its designer, Benjamin Hirsch.
His father, Hermann, dis-

appeared on Kristallnacht, the
1038 event in Germany whose
mellifluons name masked its
horrid results. Nazi-organized
mobs ransacked and destroyed
Jewish businesses, homes and
synagogues. Tens of thou-
sands of prominent Jewish men,

REMEMBRANCE

Atlanta’s 43rd annual
Holocaust Remembrance Day

commemoration will take place
at the Memorial to the Six

Million at 10:30 a.m. Sunday

iIn Greenwood Cemetery, 1173
Cascade Road S.W.

Hirsch’s father among them,
were arrested and sent to con-
centration camps.

His mother managed to
send Hirsch and four siblings to
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Memorial:

‘More meaningful
than a tombstone’

» Continued from E1

safety in France, then to the
U.S., where she had relatives.

She stayed behind with
her two youngest children,
where In 1942 they shared
Hermann’s fate — murdered
in the Holocaust.

The  Hirsch  orphans
came to Georgia, where
Hirsch became the architect
who, with a bit of bravado,
snatched the job of design-
ing the Georgia Holocaust
memorial from a business
that was in line to get it.

His Memorial to the Six
Million just won a place on
the National Register of His-
toric Places, a rare feat for
something less than 50 years
old.

Hirsch said he had been
an architect for two years
in 1964 when he read in the
newspaper of a committee of
100 survivors raising money
to build the Georgia monu-
ment.

The  committee  had
already selected a designer
who proposed a white marble
memorial in the shape of a
tombstone. The committee
was meeting to confirm its
choice, and Hirsch saw his
chance.

He went to the meeting
and approached the orga-
nizers.

“I said, ‘I want to give you
something more meaning-
ful than a tombstone, and I
won’t charge you a penny for
this; ” herecalled.

His talk stirred some argu-
ment among the committee.
They had already selected the
design, some said. But com-
mittee member Lola Lansky
argued to give the young
upstart Hirsch a chance.

“Mrs. Lansky said, ‘We
will give you two weeks, ”
Hirsch said.

He didn’t need it.

“I didn’t sleep that night I
was so excited,” he said.

He went to work, sketch-
ing, thinking. He wanted an

enclosed space to get people

involved in it rather than
a monument that people
would look at.

He wanted the walls and
floor to be rough granite, not
smooth marble, to symbolize
the traumatic time.

His final design 1s sparse,
linear and angular.

Four separate interlocking
walls of granite stones leave
four entrances: “To make the
statement that it was open to
the people of the four corners
of the Earth” Hirsch said.

Rising from the interior
space are six smooth torches,
representing 6 million vic-
tims.

The committee accepted
his design.

Steven Mofifson, archi-
tectural historian for the
state Department of Natu-
ral Resources, said the mon-
ument is significant because
it is representative of historic
events, at a time when sur-
vivors were building mon-
uments around the world,
and of the age, because of
the modernist architectural
style.

“It’s very stripped down,
nothing in the way of histori-
cal details,” he said.

Hirsch was a Georgia Tech
student during the tenure
of Paul Heffernan, director
of the school of architecture
and a leading light in mod-
ernist architecture.
Thatbolsteredthe Depart-
ment of Natural Resources’
recommendation that the
monument get the historical
listing, overcoming the usual
hurdle of having to wait at
least 50 years atter an edifice

is built, Moftfson said.
Hirsch, who spent much

of his career designing syn-
agogues and  churches,

recalled with a chuckle his
initial response on seeing the
memorial.

“ITwas 32 when it was ded-

icated in 1965. I went home
that night and said, ‘What am

I going to do now?’ I thought
I had reached the pinnacle of
my career.”
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In the name of Allah, the |
Beneficent, the Merciful
Praise be to Allah,

Lord of the Worlds,

The Beneficent, the Merciful.
Owner of the Day of Judgment,
Thee (alone) we worship; Thee
(alone) we ask for help.

Show us the straight path,

The path of those whom Thou
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MESSIANIC JEWISH

Yom HaShoah

Holocaust Rememberance

"One of the Southeast’s premier remmemberance displays”
Messianic Jewish Community Center (MJCCO)
Open o the public May 2 through 10 * 10am-5pm

PRESBYTERIAN

NORTH AVENUE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8:30 AM. CONTEMPORARY
MUSIC & WORSHIP
11 AM.

TRAD IJIONAI.
MUSIC & WORSHIP
“We Set the ?tandards for Our
Own udgment“
Frank Eldridge

ALTERNATIVE
MUSIC ¢t WORSHIP

88 Is Nice, But Shyness Can Stop You™
Eddie Turner

www.northavenue pres.org
In Midtown Atlanta | 607 Peachtree St. NE

7 PM,
"Shyne

Photos by RICH ADDICKS / Staff
Benjamin Hirsch walks
through the Memorial to the
Six Million. The walls and

floor are rough granite, not
smooth marble, to symbolize
the trauma of the Holocaust.
The memorial has won a place
on the National Register of
Historic Places, a rare feat for

something less than 50 years
old.
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Morningside

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

May 4, 2008

Joanna Adams

preaching

“Love: The Greatest Gift”

Church School 9:45 am.
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

404-876-7396

www.morningsidepc.org
1411 N. Morningside Dr. Atlanta, GA 30306

New Life Presbyterian Church T "N

““A Life Transforming Experience’ &

6600 Old National Hwy ¢ College Pk., 30349

770-996-7159
THURSDAY MAYS 7PM

SUNDAY MAY 4

8 & 11 am Worship
Sermon

“Holy Conversation”
Rev. Dr. Lonnie J. Oliver

Rev. Oliver

Delaware State Choir Concert
Sponsored by New Life Young Adult
Ministry-Shelvis Smith-Mather,
Minister for Youth & Young Adults

“Where Lives are Transformed to Transform the World”

TRINITY

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)

8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Worship

0:45a.m.
Church School

Sunday, May 4, 2008
Acts 1:6-14

"Gazing”
Dr. Scott Black Johnston, Senior Pastor

3003 Howell Mill Road, NW - Atlanta, GA 30327

‘n. T

(404) 237-6491 - www.trinityatlanta.org
Exit 254 Moores Mill Rd. off I-75, turn left, 3/4 mile on right
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